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“You may never know what results come from your action. But if you do nothing, there
will be no results.” — Mahatma Gandhi

Advocacy can mean a number of different things, ranging from hosting a bake sale for a
local school to helping a client fight for his/her legal rights. Webster’s dictionary defines
an advocate as one who defends or maintains a cause or proposal or one who pleads the
cause of another. Advocacy and the school counselor can also mean many things.
Everyday we advocate for our students, their parents, and our teachers. This is something
that we are all good at and for most of us, why we chose the profession to begin with. .. to
help others and to make a difference.

School counselors must now take a leap beyond advocating for our students. We must
also advocate for our profession. Attached you will find information that will help you to
begin this process. First, you will find a document provided by the American School
Counselor Association entitled, “The Role of the Professional School Counselor”. This
summary will help clarify who we are and what we do. The second document is also
from ASCA and it is entitled, “Why Do We Need School Counselors?” Both documents
can be copied and given to individuals who would like to learn more about school
counseling. You will also find attached some basic information about building effective
relationships with our local and state government leaders, along with some simple ideas
on what you can do to advocate for our profession.

It is important to remember that it is our individual responsibility to promote school
counseling. All of us should participate. We cannot assume that someone else will do this
for us. In the coming months, challenge yourself to one of the following to help our
cause:

> School or District Newsletter Article about school counseling

» Presentation to a school board, parent or community groups.

» Contacting your Representative or Senator (contact info. attached) about the role

of the school counselor and your concerns. You may do this by:

Email
Writing a letter
Attending a meeting
Calling
Personal Visit
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Feel free to use the documents we provided. We must educate and advocate for our
profession, in order to ensure that our students will receive quality education and
outstanding support services that only school counselors can provide.

Thank you for your help!! Please contact the Washington School Counselor Association
for more information at www.schoolcounselor.org or email our executive director, Chris
Kelly at tckelly2(@comcast.net.





