
3/1/2010

1

Supporting Undocumented Students
June Hyun, Ph.D.

Melody Newburn

Seattle Pacific University

Uncertainty is the foundation of our existence.

No one knows why

Disciples of knowledge would be

Ostracized.

Canôt they see the

Unlimited resources we bring?

Miles of hard work and

Ethical concerns buté

No one will fully understand 

The pain that we carry inside.

Endless tears may wash away our fears but theé

Daily struggle is the only thing thatôs real.
By Mariana D. Zamboni

Who are Undocumented 

Students?

Foreign nationals who

1) entered the U.S. without any form of legal 

immigration status; or

2) entered legally as a nonimmigrant but 

remained without authorization. 

Hyun & Newburn, 2010
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Facts

ÅAlmost 2 million undocumented children in 

school (Horwedel, 2006; Passel, 2005)

Å65,000 undocumented students graduate from 

high schools throughout the U.S. (Gonzales, 2008)

ïOf these, approximately 37,000 are Latino (Drachman, 2006)

ïOf these, only 5% ever attend college (Frum, 2007)

Å34,000-42,500  The estimated number of 

undocumented individuals under the age of 18 

living in Washington state (Nerini, 2008)

Hyun & Newburn, 2010

State Share of Undocumented Foreign-

Born Population, 2000

Hyun & Newburn, 2010

Share of Undocumented Pop. 

40% ï49% 

(11 States) 

Share of Undocumented Pop. 

30% - 39% 

(12 States) 

Share of Undocumented Pop. 

20% - 29% 

(13 States) 

Share of Undocumented Pop. 

Less than 20% 

(15 States) 

Source: The Urban Institute 

Many undocumented studentsé

ÅHave excelled as 

honor students, class 

valedictorians, and 

are active members 

of their communities.

ÅWere brought to the 

U.S. at a very young 

age.

ÅHave aspirations to 

attend college.

Hyun & Newburn, 2010
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Obstacles

ÅCollege admission

ÅIn-state tuition

ÅAccess to financial aid, scholarships, and 

student loans

ÅLack full political rights

ÅHave aspirations and expectations similar to 

those of their native-born and legal immigrant 

peers

Hyun & Newburn, 2010

Concerns

ÅTravel in student clubs

ÅConstant worries/fears of deportation

ÅLoneliness

ÅDepression

ÅPoverty

Hyun & Newburn, 2010
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ñItôs almost like I am tied down to the ground with 

a ball and chain because I donôt have 

citizenship.ò

ñItôs like someone giving you a car, but not putting 

any gas in it.ò

Hyun & Newburn, 2010

What Can We Do?

ÅReach out as early as possible.

ïBe sensitive to the needs of undocumented students.

ÅExplain the requirements for federal financial 

aid and student loans.

ÅBe aware of the laws.

ÅScholarships are available.

ïBe knowledgeable of eligible community resources.

Hyun & Newburn, 2010

Federal Law

ÅFERPA, 1974

ÅPlyler v. Doe, 1982

ÅIllegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant 

Responsibility Act (IIRIRA), 1996

ÅPersonal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 

Reconciliation Act (PRWORA), 1996

Hyun & Newburn, 2010
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Federal Law ïK through 12

ÅPlyler v. Doe (1982)

ïPublic schools must provide an equal education to all 

children, regardless of citizenship status;

ïSchools are prohibited from asking for documentation 

of a childôs immigration status;

ïSchools cannot use Social Security numbers as a 

prerequisite for enrollment; 

ïSchool personnel are forbidden from sharing any 

information about a childôs immigration status with any 

individual or institution, including government 

agencies that enforce immigration laws (LaFee, 2007)

Hyun & Newburn, 2010

Federal Law ïHigher Education

Å Illegal Immigration 
Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act 
(IIRIRA) & Personal 
Responsibility and Work 
Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act 
(PRWORA), 1996
ïNot eligible for federal or 

state financial aid or 
government guaranteed 
student loans

ïImpacted Statesô ability to 
determine residency 
requirements for higher 
education benefits such 
as in-state tuition

Hyun & Newburn, 2010

Hyun & Newburn, 2010
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Proposed Federal Legislation

Dream Act (to amend the Illegal Immigration 

Reform and Responsibility Act of 1996)

ÅLegislation introduced to Congress August 

2001, July 2003, November 2005, March 2007 

& March 2009

Hyun & Newburn, 2010

Why Not?

ÅFalling Revenue

ÅBudget Cuts

ÅConcerns over War and Terrorism

ÅFears

Hyun & Newburn, 2010

State Laws

ÅTen states: Texas, California, New York, Utah, 

Illinois, Washington, Nebraska, New Mexico, 

Oklahoma, and Kansas (2005)



3/1/2010

7

ÅA law that allows undocumented students to 

attend Washington State colleges or 

universities for in-state tuition if:

ïAttended Washington HS for 3 years

ïGraduate from a Washington HS (GED)

ïSign an affidavit

Washington HB 1079

Hyun & Newburn, 2010

Tips

ÅDonôt ask about a studentôs immigration status.

ÅDonôt request immigration documentation.

ÅDonôt deny a student, on the basis of 

immigration status, the opportunity to enroll in 

school.

ÅDonôt ask questions of a student or a parent 

that might expose undocumented status.

ÅDonôt ask parents to apply for SSN for their 

students. District cannot require SSN. 

Hyun & Newburn, 2010

Delivery System Components
ASCA National Model, 2005

ÅSchool Guidance Curriculum

ÅIndividual Student Planning

ÅResponsive Services

ïConsultation

ïIndividual and small-group counseling

ïReferrals

ïPeer facilitation

ïCrisis counseling

ÅSystem Support

ïProfessional Development

ïConsultation, Collaboration, and Teaming

ïProgram Management and Operation
Hyun & Newburn, 2010

http://www.hecb.wa.gov/Docs/forms/AffidavitHB10797-2003.pdf
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Guidance Curriculum

ÅSet the stage for follow-up visits for 

undocumented students

ÅThe true cost of college

ÅCollege options

ÅLeadership and self-advocacy skills

ÅOptions to earn college credit in high school

Hyun & Newburn, 2010

Group Counseling

ÅPlan for life after high school

ÅSupport group for immigrant students

ÅKnow Your Rights

Hyun & Newburn, 2010

Individual Counseling/Individual 

Academic Planning

ÅHelp students navigate what majors they can 

complete

ÅIf unsure, call and ask colleges about their 

policy on undocumented students

ÅAddress benefits of staying in high school 

and/or attending college

ÅExtra college and career planning support

ÅAddress the personal/social concerns of 

individual students

Hyun & Newburn, 2010


